FIRE BELOW

Had I not proved it, I never would have
believed that so mighty a sound could be so
completely arrested by a bulwark of rock and
soil, and the change from peace to uproar was
so abrupt that I think if two men were to stand
a fair ten paces apart, the one would not hear
the water, and the other would hear nothing else.
A moment later I saw the great sheaf of
foam. . . .
I touched the smith's arm, and we turned
back the way we had come.
When it was quiet, I took the good man
by the hand; but before I could speak-----
" My lord/' he said, " I will stay and watch
with you."
I shook my head.
" No/' I said. " I am armed and have
nothing to fear. See me up to the fall, if you
will, and once I have found the ledge, make
your way back to Gola the way we have come.
I cannot be sure, but I think perhaps I shall ask
you to give me some breakfast at break of day/'
" We shall await you, my lord," said Ramon
faithfully.
Then we turned again and went back towards
the fall, It was now very dark and promised
to grow still darker, as Lelia had foretold;
but since the noise was deafening, we had only
our eyes to help us, in case we were not alone.
This I found most unlikely. Night was but a
few moments old, and if the police were at
hand, they were almost certainly keeping the
bridle-path.